Should ruptured liver haemangioma be treated by surgery or by conservative means? A case report.
Spontaneous rupture of a liver haemangioma is a rare but life-threatening acute clinical situation following haemorrhage within the liver, the subcapsular space and the peritoneal cavity in cases of capsular rupture. Rupture of a liver haemangioma has been reported to occur spontaneously in the majority of cases. In the past, prompt surgical treatment was recommended but was associated with high morbidity and mortality. Currently, conservative management and, in cases of recurrent haemorrhage, delayed surgery may be proposed. We report a case of spontaneous rupture of hepatic haemangioma treated by arterial embolisation and conservative means. The literature is also reviewed.